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Six Similes on the Greatness of the Conception of the Spirit 

The greatness of the conception of the spirit reveals itself through many images, each offering a 

window into its depth and power. These similes do not confine it; they illuminate the many 

ways the awakened will expresses itself in a spiritual genius. 

It can be like the earth—broad, patient, and capable of bearing the weight of countless virtues. 

All higher qualities take root in this steadfast foundation. 

It can be like pure gold—untarnished, incorruptible, and steady in its brilliance. Aspiration 

aligned with truth does not weaken over time; it becomes more resilient. 

It can be like the white new moon—subtle at first, then growing brighter as insight matures. 

When the conception of the spirit turns toward action, its virtues wax like moonlight, steadily 

expanding. 

It can be like blazing fire—intense, transformative, and able to consume the obstacles that 

cloud consciousness. When universal responsibility awakens, its heat refines everything it 

touches. 

It can be like a great storehouse—overflowing with generosity, giving whatever is needed 

without ever being depleted. It nourishes beings materially, emotionally, and spiritually. 

It can be like a jewel mine—the source of countless precious qualities. From its depths arise 

patience, integrity, clarity, and other virtues that sparkle like gems. 

It can be like an ocean—vast, tolerant, and unmoved by storms. Even great disturbances cannot 

shake the one who has cultivated profound tolerance. 

It can be like a diamond—unbreakable, sharp, and indestructible. Effort grounded in truth 

cannot be shattered by difficulties. 

It can be like an immovable mountain—majestic, stable, and unaffected by distraction. Deep 

meditative awareness stands firm like a peak that does not shift. 

It can be like the king of medicines—capable of healing the deepest afflictions of mind. Wisdom 

dissolves confusion the way the finest remedy cures disease. 

It can be like a great friend—loving, reliable, and present in all circumstances. Boundless 

compassion never withdraws its concern for beings. 

It can be like a wish-fulfilling jewel—able to produce astonishing benefits. Higher knowledge 

manifests results that uplift countless beings. 
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It can be like the sun—radiant, life-giving, and capable of ripening others into maturity. Its light 

cultivates growth wherever it shines. 

It can be like the voice of celestial musicians—pleasant, inspiring, and awakening joy in those 

who hear the truth. 

It can be like a sovereign king—a source of protection and stability for all who rely on it. 

It can be like a treasury—a great reservoir of merit and wisdom accumulated over many lives. 

It can be like a royal highway—the path walked by noble ones, clear and steady, guiding 

countless travelers toward their destination. 

It can be like a vehicle—able to carry beings safely across the difficult terrain of existence. 

It can be like a fountain—flowing with meaning, insight, and expression, offering teachings 

without ever being emptied. 

It can be like a delightful sound—refreshing to those who seek liberation, bringing relief and 

clarity. 

It can be like the current of a great river—flowing naturally, without effort, once the realization 

of nonfabrication is attained. 

And finally, it can be like a cloud—gathering, releasing, and nourishing life everywhere. Just as 

all earthly abundance ultimately descends from rain-bearing clouds, so do the accomplishments 

of the spiritual genius arise from the richness of this awakened spirit. 

These similes hint at the boundless possibilities within the conception of the spirit—its strength, 

its radiance, its compassion, its wisdom, and its inexhaustible capacity to liberate. 
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